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TO BE EXEMPLIFIED ANNUALLY AT THE FIRST MEETING IN JANUARY


All officers at their stations – The Faithful Friar at the left of the Faithful Navigator – All Members seated in their usual places. The Faithful Navigator then opens the meeting in the regular manner, down to the completion of the Lord’s Prayer.

Faithful Navigator:
Sir Knights, the special business of this part of the meeting is the Exemplification of the Renewal of Obligations. (Three raps) [image: image3.png]
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Sir Knights, Fealty to Christ begets loyalty to the State and the faithful practice of our Holy Religion begets good citizens and the Patriot. (One rap) [image: image6.png]




Faithful Admiral, who is the proper officer responsible to your Faithful Navigator for the emblems of the Fourth Degree?

Faithful Admiral:
Faithful Navigator, the Faithful Pilot.

Faithful Navigator:
Faithful Pilot, what are the emblems of the Fourth Degree?

Faithful Pilot:
Faithful Navigator, the Flag, the Sword and the Cross.

Faithful Navigator:
Sir Knights, well and truly has your Faithful Pilot spoken.


(Two raps) [image: image7.png]
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The three chair officers in order of their positions will now approach the head table. (They advance in single file, about two feet apart). The Faithful Scribe and Faithful Comptroller will take up positions at either side of the Faithful Admiral. The Faithful Inner and Outer Sentinels will come forward. (He advances to a point 2 feet behind the Faithful Pilot.)


(Three raps) [image: image9.png]
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Sir Knights, with your officers presenting to you a living cross as they stand before you, you will now form an arc under the direction of the Commander and his Assistants, so as to create an animated anchor, emblematic of the hope and trust of the glorious patron of our Order – the great Navigator – Christopher Columbus.


(In a quiet and dignified manner, the Commander and his Assistants move the entire membership into a curved line behind the Officers.)

Faithful Navigator:
Faithful Pilot, I call upon you to renew with all these good members, and they with you, the solemn obligation of the First Degree of our Order. The Faithful Pilot will recite the pledge slowly and all present will repeat it.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Raise your right hands.


(Faithful Pilot recites aloud and slowly, pausing while all present repeat.)

Faithful Pilot:
I promise never to reveal, / directly or indirectly, / any of the ceremonials of this Order, / that are restricted to the membership, / to anyone not absolutely known to me, / to be an equally qualified brother/ in good standing. / It being understood, however, / that I do not bind myself in any manner / that might conflict with my religious or civil duties. / This promise I regard / as forever binding upon me / on my honour as a Catholic gentleman.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Lower your right hands.

Faithful Navigator:
Faithful Admiral. Likewise, I call on you to renew with us, the obligation taken in the Second Degree.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Raise your right hands.


(Faithful Admiral recites aloud and slowly, pausing while all present repeat.)

Faithful Admiral:
I promise / upon my honour / as a Catholic gentleman / that I will obey the Laws, / Rules and Ceremonials of this Order / and will so conduct my life / as not to bring scandal / on the Church or the Order. /I further promise / that I ever abide / in unity with the Officers / and members of this Order / and of my Council. / I further promise / by this Cross / Loyalty and Obedience / to the Catholic Church, / to our Supreme Pontiff, / our Bishops and Priests. / These promises I regard as binding / upon me in conscience until death.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Lower your right hands.

Faithful Navigator:
Faithful Captain. It is your privilege to recall to our minds the solemn pledge of the Third Degree.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Raise your right hands.


(Faithful Captain recites aloud and slowly, pausing while all present repeat.)

Faithful Captain:
I solemnly promise / upon my honour / as a Catholic gentleman / that I hereby renew / and will faithfully keep / all the pledges taken by me / in the First and Second Degrees of this Order, / especially the pledge of secrecy, / in regard to the ceremonials of this Order. / It being understood / that no promises taken by me / shall conflict / with my religious or civil duties. / I further promise / ever to observe, / in all relations with my Brother Knights, / the rules of True Fraternity, aiding and assisting them at all times, / if they be worthy. / I further promise, / never to bring partisan politics / into this Order/ in any manner whatsoever. / These promises / I regard as binding / upon me in conscience until death.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Lower your right hands.

Faithful Navigator:
Sir Knights, in the presence of each other, and before these sacred symbols, we have solemnly renewed our Council obligations. I will now lead us in a renewal of our pledge of membership.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Raise your right hands.


(Faithful Navigator recites aloud and slowly, pausing while all present repeat.)

Faithful Navigator:
I swear to support the constitution of Canada. / I pledge myself, / as a Canadian citizen, / and a Knight of Columbus, / fully to enlighten myself, / upon my duties as a citizen, / and conscientiously perform them, / entirely in the interest of my country, / regardless of all personal consequences. / I pledge myself, / to do all in my power, / to preserve the integrity, / and purity of the ballot, / and to promote respect for Law and Order. / I promise to practice my religion, / consistently and faithfully, / and to so conduct myself / in public affairs, / and the exercise of public virtue, / so as to reflect nothing but credit, / upon our Holy Church, / to the end that she may flourish, / and our country prosper, / to the greater honour / and Glory of God.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Lower your right hands.

Faithful Navigator:
(Turning to his left) Faithful Friar. First is the utterance of our lips, is an acknowledgement of the Divine Law, as laid down by God’s Holy Church. It is therefore proper that the closing of this Ceremonial should be our renewal of Loyalty to Holy Mother Church. I bid you to proceed.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Raise your right hands.


(Faithful Friar recites aloud and slowly, pausing while all present repeat.)

Faithful Friar:
O Holy Catholic Church, / I promise by this cross, / unswerving loyalty / and obedience to thee, / even to the relinquishment / of my membership in this Order. / If in thy wisdom / it should be deemed necessary, / which God forbid.

Commander:
Sir Knights, Lower your right hands.

Faithful Navigator:
Sir Knights, you may now retire to your accustomed places. (the members salute and take their seats.)

The Faithful Scribe and the Faithful Comptroller may take their stations. (They salute and do so.)

The Faithful Inner and Outer Sentinels will now resume their post. (They salute and retire.)

The Faithful Chair Officers will now resume their stations. (They salute and do so.) 

Sir Knights, we have completed our work. The Ceremonial of the Renewal of Obligations has been fully exemplified. The meeting will now proceed in the regular manner.
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